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Kelly, Community Leader Meet With EPA to Address TCE Issues in Hopewell 
Junction

September 27, 2006        

Congresswoman, Local Residents Pushing for Faster Implementation of New 
Protective Standard at TCE Sites

WASHINGTON – U.S. Congresswoman Sue Kelly and a community representative 
from the Hopewell Precision Superfund site in East Fishkill met today with EPA and 
Congressional leaders to urge faster implementation of stricter guidelines to better 
protect residents from exposure to trichloroethylene (TCE).

Debra Hall, leader of the Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water, came to 
Washington to make her case on behalf of residents at the Hopewell Junction 
neighborhood that has been contaminated with TCE. Kelly worked with Hall and other 
local residents during the past few years and convinced the EPA to put the neighborhood 
on its National Priorities List in 2004. The Hopewell Precision contamination area 
proceeded to become a Superfund site in 2005. 

Kelly arranged today’s meeting at the House Transportation Subcommittee on Water 
Resources and Environment following the release of a July 27 National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) report about the health risks associated with exposure to TCE. U.S. Rep. 
John Duncan (R-TN), the Subcommittee Chairman, led the meeting with Kelly as they 
discussed TCE’s effects on the Hopewell Junction neighborhood. The EPA’s assistant 
administrator who oversees the Superfund program and several other EPA officials 
participated in the meeting. 

The EPA drafted a Human Health Risk Assessment in 2001 that determined TCE to be 
5-65 times more toxic than previously believed. The EPA’s Science Advisory Board 
commended the “groundbreaking” work, and the agency developed new, more protective 
provisional screening levels for TCE. However, other federal agencies cast the new 
levels as overly conservative, and the EPA agreed to a re-review. 

The NAS report released in July confirmed the 2001 assessment’s warning and 
recommends that the EPA expedite its risk management decision. But recent 
correspondence between Kelly and EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson indicated that 
the EPA sees further delays ahead before a new TCE standard is implemented. 

At several Congressional hearings during the past year, Kelly has been pushing the EPA 



to issue tough new standards on TCE instead of waiting for more studies. She argued 
that delaying action only jeopardizes the health of residents living in TCE-contaminated 
areas. “We like the direction where the EPA is headed toward establishing a tougher 
standard,” Kelly said after the meeting. “But we need them to move faster. Millions of 
people are exposed to TCE everyday, and they aren’t going to understand or excuse 
bureaucratic delays when their health may be at risk.”

Hall detailed her first-hand experiences at the Hopewell Precision site and shared input 
that other local residents asked her to pass along to the EPA’s Washington officials. 

“Cost is important, but you can’t put a price on life,” Hall said. “By lowering TCE water 
standards and implementing a protective vapor intrusion standard, you may not know 
how many lives you will save, but you will be saving lives.”

EPA officials said they would work with Kelly and Hall to find ways to more closely 
analyze TCE’s health effects at the contamination site in Hopewell Junction.

# # #

Guidance for Evaluating Soil Vapor Intrusion in the 
State of New York

This document provides guidance on identifying and addressing existing and potential 
human exposures to contaminated subsurface vapors associated with known or suspected 

volatile chemical contamination. The guidance is applicable anywhere a soil vapor 
intrusion investigation is warranted in the State of New York. The Hopewell Precision 

Superfund site is a federal site and the EPA uses different guidelines. The matrix used at 
New York State sites do not apply here. Because these are guidelines and not standards, 
our guideline of .38 micrograms per meter cubed can change at any time. The matrix for 
NYS is currently 5.0 Micrograms per meter cubed, 13 times higher and less protective.

NOTE: Special thanks to the R.A.G.E Organization, www.rage-ny.org for sending us 
this simplified Matrix.

SIMPLIFIED MATRIX

If sub-slab 
(beneath a 
building) readings 
are…

and indoor 
air readings 
are…

the action generally recommended 
is…  [See Note below]



less than 0.25 no further actionless than 5
0.25 and greater take reasonable and practical actions to 

identify source(s) and reduce exposures
less than 0.25 no further action
0.25 to less than 
5

monitor
5 to less than 50

5 and greater mitigate
less than 0.25 monitor
0.25 to less than 
1

monitor / mitigate
50 to less than 250

1 and greater mitigate
250 and greater not applicable mitigate

NOTE:  The matrix is generic and all numbers are in micrograms per cubic meter.
Actions may vary given building- or site-specific conditions.  For additional information, 
please see the footnotes for the matrix provided in the NYSDOH's final guidance 
document.

Letter from Congresswoman Sue Kelly address to the EPA. As usual, 
Congresswoman Kelly works for us!

July 26, 2006

The Honorable Stephen Johnson

Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Johnson,

My purpose in writing today is to urge the Environmental Protection Agency to 
issue new guidelines concerning a toxic chemical that is detrimentally affecting 

people in my district and across the country.



As you know, the National Resource Council of the National Academies of Science 
(NAS) has released a report today that further substantiates the risks to human 

health posed by Trichloroethylene (TCE).  In light of the NAS report, I request that 
you immediately conform to the risk assessment's recommendations and establish 

the overdue guidelines for this deadly toxic contaminant immediately. 

As you know, the EPA's Human Risk Assessment from 2001 determined TCE to be 
5 - 65 times more dangerous than previously believed.  In fact, the NAS report 

suggests that things may be even worse than the EPA study concluded.  Specifically, 
the NAS study states that "the evidence on carcinogenic risk and other health 

hazards from exposure to trichloroethylene has strengthened since 2001."  With this 
new evidence, it is increasingly apparent that the time has come for the EPA to act 

to protect citizens in the vicinity of TCE contaminated sites.

There are two Superfund sites in my district that have been contaminated by TCE, 
and my constituents have understandably been frustrated by the EPA's inability to 
establish guidelines 5 years after the 2001 study indicated greater risks associated 
with TCE.  The NAS report expressly advises that "federal agencies finalize their 

risk assessment with currently available data so that risk management decision can 
be made expeditiously."

I share these sentiments and hope that your Agency will act quickly to adopt new, 
definitive TCE guidelines, which would go a long way towards protecting 

communities across the country from the public health risks associated with water 
and air contamination from this toxic chemical.

I appreciate your providing this request with the attention it deserves and look 
forward to your timely response.

Sincerely,

Sue Kelly

Member of Congress

This letter was the response from the EPA to Congresswoman Sue Kelly 
regarding the NAS report about 

Trichloroethylene, TCE




